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Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 


©uarterl?  Communication. 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  Sept.  5,  A.  D.  1900,  A.  L.  5900. 


The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Brother  George  E. 
Wagner,  addressed  Grand  Lodge  as  follows : 

Brethren  of  Grand  Lodge : 

Once  again  I  am  burdened  with  the  mournful  intelligence 
of  the  decease  of  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Craft. 

Brother  J.  Simpson  Africa,  who  entered  Grand.  Lodge  in 
the  year  1870,  and  was  Grand  Master  b}r  the  unanimous 
suffrage  of  his  Brethren  during  the  years  1891  and  1892, 
departed  this  life  on  the  8th  day  of  August,  1900. 

His  death  was  a  great  shock  to  the  Fraternity,  and 
appeared  exceedingly  sudden,  as  but  few  of  the  Brethren 
knew  that  he  was  ill. 
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Our  beloved  Brother  was  an  industrious  and  painstaking 
Freemason,  all  duties  intrusted  to  him  being  discharged 
with  care  and  fidelity,  and  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the 
Craft.  His  death  leaves  a  vacancy  hard  to  fill,  not  only 
because  of  his  Masonic  skill  and  labors,  but  also  because  he‘ 
was  a  social  and  lovable  man,  an  agreeable  companion,  a 
wise  counselor,  a  good  man  and  a  good  Mason.  Let  us 
keep  his  memory  green.  For  the  purpose  of  putting  on 
record  our  appreciation  of  his  life  and  service,  I  have 
requested  Brother  Samuel  W.  We  ay,  Grand  Tyler,  to 
prepare  an  In  Memoriam,  which  he  will  now  present  to 
Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Samuel  W.  Wray  then  addressed  Grand  Lodge, 
and  delivered  the  following : 
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Un  flDcmortam. 

Brother  J.  SIMPSON  AFRICA,  Right  Worshipful  Past 
Grand  Master  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Masonic  Jurisdiction  Thereunto 
Belonging. 


Brother  J.  Simpson  Africa  was  born  at  Huntingdon, 
Pennsylvania,  September  15,  1S32,  and  died  at  that  place 
on  August  8,  1900,  at  2  o’clock  P.  M. 

On  the  paternal  side,  be  was  of  German  descent — bis 
great-grandfather,  Christopher  Africa,  having  immigrated 
from  near  Hanover,  Germany,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  a 
part  of  this  city.  His  grandfather,  Michael  Africa,  removed 
to  Huntingdon,  in  1791,  and  purchased  the  property  where 
his  grandson,  the  subject  of  this  article,  has  lived  for  many 
years.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  Huntingdon  Academy,  sufficient  to  fit  him 
for  an  active  and  successful  business  life ;  hut  he  never 
relaxed  his  studies  during  a  long  and  useful  career.  After 
leaving  school,  he  commenced  the  practice  or  profession  of 
Surveying  and  Civil  Engineering  with  his  father,  and  his 
uncle,  James  Simpson,  the  latter  having  been  his  principal 
instructor.  His  first  work  was  as  an  assistant  in  connection 
with  the  survey  of  the  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Rail¬ 
road,  in  1853.  This  road  has  been,  and  still  continues  to 
be,  a  very  important  feeder  of  the  great  Pennsylvania 
Railroad. 
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In  this  year  he  was  elected  County  Surveyor  of  Hunting¬ 
don  County,  and  served  as  such  for  four  years.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  the  establishment  of  an  independent  news¬ 
paper,  known  as  “  The  Standing  Stone,”  but  disposed  of  his 
interest  therein  two  years  later. 

In  1858  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  State 
Senate,  and  in  1859  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  native 
county  in  the  State  Legislature. 

Several  times  he  was  elected  Burgess  of  the  Borough  of 
Huntingdon.  In  May,  1875,  he  was  appointed  Deputy 
Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  and  upon  him  fell  the  labor 
of  organizing  and  shaping  the  future  usefulness  of  this  new 
Department,  created  under  the  Constitution  of  1873. 

In  1880  the  President  of  the  United  States  (Hon.  Ruther¬ 
ford  B.  Hayes)  appointed  him  Supervisor  of  the  Census  for 
the  Seventh  District  of  Pennsylvania,  an  office  for  the 
duties  of  which  he  was  peculiarly  fitted  and  qualified. 

In  1882  he  was  nominated  and  elected  Secretary  of  In¬ 
ternal  affairs,  which  office  he  filled  with  skill  and  ability, 
and  which  he  elevated  to  importance  and  dignity  during 
his  incumbency.  From  1881  to  1883  he  was  an  Officer  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Huntingdon,  in  which  institu¬ 
tion  he  was  an  original  Stockholder.  He  resigned  this 
position  to  assume  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  Internal 
Affairs. 

In  1882  he  became  one  of  the  original  incorporators  of 
The  Union  Trust  Company  of  this  city,  and  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  his  term  of  office  as  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  in 
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1887,  was  elected  its  President,  and  served  continuously  as 
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such  until  the  day  of  his  death. 

He  was  a  Shareholder  and  Director  in  numerous  other 
organizations,  with  all  of  which  he  was  closely  identified, 
and  he  was  scrupulously  attentive  to  every  interest. 

He  was  methodical,  systematic  and  precise;  and  these 
rules  he  applied  to  his  everyday  life,  no  matter  in  what 
direction  his  duties  called  him.  Indeed,  in  every  calling 
he  applied  those  qualities  to  the  minutest  detail. 

Brother  Africa  was  married  January  1, 1856,  to  Dorothy 
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C.  Greenland,  who  died  about  twelve  years  ago,  leaving  as 
survivors  three  sons,  all  of  whom  followed  in  the  footsteps 
of  their  illustrious  father  in  becoming  members  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  the 
Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  has  lost  one  of 
her  most  useful  and  representative  men. 

Gifted  with  varied  and  rare  attainments,  he  gave  them, 
not  grudgingly,  to  the  service  of  the  public  and  his 
Brethren;  and  he  was  ever  ready  to  use  his  talents  for  the 
benefit  of  mankind  in  general. 

In  1896,  at  the  Celebration  Exercises  of  Huntingdon 
Borough  Centennial,  he  composed  and  delivered  an 
Historical  address  at  the  unveiling  of  the  Standing  Stone 
Monument.  This  address  is  replete  with  historical  facts  of 
great  importance,  not  only  to  the  residents  of  that  immediate 
neighborhood,  viz :  the  Juniata  Valley,  but  as  well  to  all 
students  of  the  History  of  Pennsylvania. 
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At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  engaged  in  writing  a 
History  of  Huntingdon  and  Blair  Counties,  some  portions 
of  which  have  already  appeared  in  the  local  newspapers. 

Brother  Africa  was  a  man  of  deep-seated  moral  and 
religious  convictions,  and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Huntingdon,  in  which  he  served  as  Trustee  and 
also  as  Treasurer. 

Notwithstanding  his  many  and  pressing  duties  and  busi¬ 
ness  engagements,  he  yet  found  time  to  be  an  earnest  and 
practical  Freemason. 

He  was  initiated  in  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  No.  300,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  January  16,  1866;  passed  to  the  degree  of  Fellow 
Craft  Mason,  February  20,  1866,  and  raised  to  the  sublime 
degree  of  Master  Mason,  June  11,  1866. 

He  served  as  Secretary  of  that  Lodge  in  1869,  1870  and 
1871. 

He  was  elected  Junior  Warden  in  1872  ;  Senior  Warden 
in  1873,  and  Worshipful  Master  in  1874. 

His  Brethren  of  Grand  Lodge,  recognizing  his  worth ;  his 
high  Masonic  character  and  dignity,  and  believing  him  to 
be  equal  to  its  greatest  demands  and  requirements,  elected 
him  Bight  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden  in  1885,  and 
re-elected  him  in  1886. 

In  1887  he  was  elected  Bight  Worshipful  Senior  Grand 
Warden,  and  re-elected  in  1888. 

In  1889  he  was  elected  Bight  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  and  re-elected  in  1890. 

In  1891  he  was  elected  to  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of 
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his  Brethren,  viz :  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Masonic  Juris¬ 
diction  Thereunto  Belonging,  and  re-elected  to  that  exalted 
station  in  1892. 

At  the  close  of  his  term  of  office,  he  was  presented  with 
a  beautiful  Past  Grand  Master’s  jewel,  and  a  set  of  hand¬ 
somely  engrossed  resolutions,  setting  forth  the  esteem  and 
love  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  Brethren  of  Grand  Lodge. 

Although  he  had  retired  from  office,  he  was  not  permitted 
to  withdraw  from  active  service. 

At  the  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge, 
held  December  28, 1874,  a  committee  of  seven  was  appointed 
to  revise  the  Ahiman  Rezon  of  1857. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  held 
December  6,  1876,  the  committee  was  increased  to  thirteen, 
one  of  whom  was  Brother  Africa. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  held 
December  6,  1894,  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  and  the  Ancient 
Charges,  Forms  and  Ceremonies  were  referred  for  revision 
to  a  committee  of  seven.  On  the  death  of  Right  Worship¬ 
ful  Past  Grand  Master,  Brother  Richard  Yaux  (Chairman 
of  the  committee),  which  occurred  March  22,  1895,  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  Brother  Matthias  Id.  Hender¬ 
son  was  pleased  to  appoint  Brother  Africa  a  member  of 
the  committee. 

In  1892,  immediately  following  his  retirement  from  the 
Oriental  Chair  as  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Brother 
Africa  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
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Temple,  and  was  successively  re-appointed  to  that  important 
and  responsible  position,  in  which  he  continued  to  serve 
until  December,  1898. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  Chairman  of  the 
“  Trustees  of  the  Title  to  the  Masonic  Temple,  and  other 
Real  Estate  of  Grand  Lodge.” 

One  of  the  Trustees  of  the  “  Thomas  R.  Patton  Memorial 
Charity  Fund.” 

One  of  the  “  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,”  and 
a  member  of  the  “  Committee  on  Landmarks.” 

At  the  Sesqui-Centennial  Celebration  of  Right  Worship¬ 
ful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  held  June  24,  1882, 
Brother  Africa  served  on  the  Committee,  and  at  the 
ceremonies  held  in  the  American  Academ}^  of  Music,  he 
delivered  a  remarkably  able  and  interesting  address  on 
“  History  of  Free  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania.” 

He  was  a  member  and  Most  Excellent  Past  High  Priest 
of  Standing  Stone  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  201,  of  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  ;  and  for  several  years  prior  to,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Correspond¬ 
ence  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

His  work  as  a  member  of  that  Committee  was  always 
promptly  and  efficiently  performed,  and  his  reports 
interesting  and  instructive  reading. 

He  was  one  of  a  Committee  of  five  appointed  March  5, 
1896,  in  conjunction  with  the  elective  Grand  Officers  of  the 
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Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  in  revising  and  amending 
the  Constitution  of  that  Grand  Body. 

The  day  of  his  funeral  was  during  the  excessive  heated 
term,  and  falling  on  Saturday,  combined  to  deter  many 
from  this  city  from  attendance. 

Grand  Lodge  was  represented  by  Brother  George  E. 
Wagner,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  Right  Worshipful  Deputy 
Grand  Master. 

Brother  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  Right  Worshipful 
Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Brother  Thomas  R.  Patton,  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Treasurer. 

Brother  William  A.  Sinn,  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Secretary. 

Brother  Solomon  F.  Forgeus,  D.  D.,  as  Grand  Chaplain. 

Brother  Conrad  B.  Day,  Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand 
Master. 

Brother  William  J.  Kelly,  Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand 
Master. 

Brother  William  R.  Frazier,  Grand  Marshal. 

Brother  Samuel  W.  Wray,  Grand  Tyler. 

Brothers  William  L.  Gorgas  and  Alexander  Elliott 
District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  and  Brother  James  M.  Lam- 
berton,  of  Harrisburg. 

On  account  of  his  absence  from  this  Jurisdiction  Brother 
James  W.  Brown,  Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden, 
was  unable  to  be  present  and  take  part  in  the  ceremonies. 


12 


Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Masters,  Brothers  Samuel 

C.  Perkins,  Samuel  B.  Dick,  Michael  Arnold,  and  Mat¬ 
thias  H.  Henderson,  all  being  far  removed,  were  unable 
to  be  present,  but  testified  their  sincere  regrets  in  telegrams 
and  letters  of  condolence. 

A  very  large  number  of  the  members  of  Mount  Moriah 
Lodge,  No.  300,  F.  and  A.  M.,  in  Masonic  dress,  attended 
the  funeral,  and  testified  to  their  affection  for  one  whom 
they  had  so  much  loved  and  respected  as  a  neighbor  and 
Brother. 

On  arrival  of  the  train  at  Huntingdon,  the  Grand  Officers 
were  met  by  a  Committee  of  the  Lodge  and  conveyed  to 
Masonic  Hall,  where  Lodge  services  in  commemoration 
were  held. 

At  their  close,  the  Brethren  formed  and  marched  to  the 
late  residence  of  the  deceased,  when  after  viewing  the 
remains  and  listening  to  a  prayer,  the  Brethren  again 
formed  and  marched  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  where 
religious  services  were  held. 

The  pastor  of  the  church,  Reverend  D.  K.  Freeman,  D. 

D. ,  came  from  the  seashore  in  order  to  be  present  on  this 
solemn  occasion,  and  his  tribute  to  our  late  Brother,  whom 
he  dearly  loved,  was  one  of  great  sincerity  and  worthy  his 
subject. 

His  text  was,  “  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the 
upright ;  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.” 

His  remarks  were  peculiarly  appropriate  and  impressive, 
and  throughout  the  entire  service  there  seemed  to  be  a  feel- 


ing  that  that  community  had  lost  a  citizen  of  no  small 
type — one,  who  having  been  so  long  among  them,  had 
made  an  impression  for  good,  and  his  loss  was  keenly  felt. 

His  mourners  included  the  entire  population  of  the  Bor¬ 
ough,  in  whom  he  had  taken  so  much  interest,  and  they 
esteemed  him  for  his  personality,  his  ability,  his  upright¬ 
ness,  and  his  worth. 

From  the  church  the  funeral  cortege  proceeded  to  the 
cemetery  where  the  mortal  remains  of  our  Brother  were 
committed  to  mother  earth. 

The  Masonic  ceremonies  at  the  grave  were  performed  by 
Brother  GeolTe  E.  Wagner,  Bight  Worshipful  Grand 
Master,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Brethren  of  Grand 
Lodge  and  members  of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  Xo.  300, 
just  as  the  sun  was  sinking  in  the  Western  sky. 

The  peaceful  rest  of  the  place,  the  mourners,  and  the 
occasion,  seemed  to  conform  to  the  quiet  life  which  our 
Brother  had  just  exchanged. 

He  was  laid  to  rest  among  his  own  chosen  people,  in  the 
landscape,  among  the  flowers,  overlooking  that  “Juniata,'’ 
which  in  life  he  seemed  to  regard  with  almost  veneration, 
and  over  the  hills,  surrounding  which  it  had  been  his 
delight  to  roam  either  for  business,  pleasure  or  historical 
recapitulation. 

His  reminiscences  of  this  charming  valley  were  pregnant 
with  facts,  and  when  woven  into  story,  and  so  well  phrased 
and  related  by  him  had  an  added  charm  to  the  interested 
listener. 
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Tli ere  we  dropped  our  sprigs  of  evergreen,  emblems  of 
immortality,  with  the  firm  belief  that  our  Brother  shall  live 
again. 

Thus  has  ended  a  useful  life. 

He  was  an  examplar  of  all  good  things  which  contribute 
to  the  betterment  of  mankind,  and  which  go  towards  the 
making  of  useful  citizens. 

His  patient  industry,  courage  and  endurance ;  his  practi¬ 
cal  following  of  his  life’s  labor ;  and  his  great  achievements 
— his  upright  and  consistent  Christian  walk  and  conversa¬ 
tion,  his  kindness,  meekness  and  his  good  deeds,  will  live 
long  in  the  memories  of  those  who  had  the  advantage  of  a 
close  companionship  with  him. 

W e  revere  his  memory,  and  we  will  associate  his  name 
with  those  distinguished  men  of  his  class,  who  having 
served  so  well  and  faithfully  have  blest  their  day  and 
generation,  and  have  been  called  to  greater  rewards. 

We  mourn  his  loss.  Others  may  rise  up  and  occupy  the 
places  formerly  held  by  loving  Brethren,  such  as  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  but  if  anything  they  have  done  or  have  said 
will  benefit  those  who  are  left,  if  any  act  has  strengthened 
the  will  or  helped  the  hand  to  a  better  life,  then  they  have 
not  lived  in  vain.  Then  seems  the  span  of  life  too  short. 

“  He  put  his  trust  in  God,  and  was  never  confounded.” 

“  He  followed  His  guide,  and  feared  no  danger.” 

He  faltered  not  by  the  wayside,  but  with  a  firm  faith  in 
the  teachings  of  that  Great  Light,  and  a  firm  reliance  in  the 
promises  declared  therein,  he  found  peace,  and  in  that 
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peace  his  light  was  ever  bright,  and  when  the  summons 
came  he  was  prepared  to  be  brought  to  Everlasting  Light. 

To  us,  apparently  without  notice,  he  has  been  called  to 
take  his  place  in  Grand  Lodge  above,  among  the  innumer¬ 
able  throng,  long  gone  before,  and  has  joined  the  distin¬ 
guished  Brethren  of  the  Craft  who  have  so  recently  passed 
beyond  the  vale. 

He  remembered  the  teachings  of  Freemasonry,  and  he 
observed  those  principles  of  religion  and  morality  that  are 
taught  within  our  Lodges. 

Honored  and  distinguished  here  by  us,  he  has  now  en¬ 
tered  into  Eternal  rest. 

“  The  end  of  an  upright  man  is  peace.” 

Brother  Wray  then  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  on  motion  unanimouly  adopted  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  sudden  death  of  Brother  J.  Simpson 
Africa,  Bight  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master,  following  so 
soon  those  of  our  distinguished  Brethren  whose  euloguims 
were  spoken  in  Grand  Lodge  last  year,  has  created  a 
vacancy  which  cannot  soon  be  filled. 

He  was  amiable,  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  every 
duty  faithful  to  his  trust,  and  a  lover  of  truth.  He  was  a 
strict  observer  of  the  Ancient  Landmarks,  and  would  not 
tolerate  innovations. 

Tenacious  of  his  views  of  right,  he  was  unflinching  in  his 
performance  of  duty. 

He  was  a  Freemason  in  all  the  term  implies,  and  made 
its  precept  and  teachings  his  daily  rule  of  life  and  conduct. 
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Resolved,  That  in  testimony  of  our  high  regard  and  esteem 
for  his  memory,  the  jewels  of  the  Grand  Officers  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  the  space  of  six  months. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  in  the  minutes 
of  Grand  Lodge  and  that  an  engrossed  copy  of  them  be 
sent  to  the  sons  of  our  deceased  Brother. 

Bight  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  Conrad  B. 
Day,  addressed  Grand  Lodge  as  follows : 

Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Master: — 

I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Besolutions,  and  in  this 
connection,  desire  to  add  my  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  and  worth  of  our  deceased  Past  Grand  Master, 
Brother  J.  Simpson  Africa;  but  words  fail  me  in  my 
efforts  to  do  justice  to  the  occasion,  as  I  would  wish  to  do. 

I  knew  Brother  Africa  for  many  years,  Masonically, 
officially  and  socially.  He  was  one  among  many.  A  true 
friend,  an  honest  man  and  a  good  Mason,  in  every  sense 
that  those  words  imply.  No  fawning  flattery  came  from 
his  lips.  Any  one  seeking  advice  or  information  from  him, 
received  neither  sounding  brass  nor  tinkling  cymbal  in 
return;  but  the  honest,  candid  and  heartfelt  sympathetic 
expression  of  his  judgment,  which  made  the  seeker  feel  the 
better  for  having  consulted  him.  He  was  careful,  consist¬ 
ent,  conscientious  and  painstaking  in  the  discharge  of  every 
duty  incumbent  upon  him. 

In  his  Masonic  career,  he  gave  all  of  his  abilities  for  the 
best  interests  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Jurisdiction 
Thereunto  Belonging.  In  his  death,  the  Grand  Lodge  has 
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lost  a  valuable  member,  an  earnest  worker  and  one  whose 
place  will  be  hard  to  fill. 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  William 
•J.  Kelly  addressed  Grand  Lodge  as  follows: 

Past  Grand  Master  J.  Simpson  Africa  was  one  of  the 
most  delightful  men  I  ever  knew.  Profound,  when  the 
subject  under  consideration  was  serious ;  light  as  a  whisper, 
when  in  badinage ;  serious  when  advising,  and  conservative 
in  all  his  thoughts  and  dealings. 

He  was  safe  against  leading  into  temptation,  and,  withal, 
so  honest  that  his  word  was  a  certificate  which  would  pass 
current  at  any  time  or  anywhere.  So  skilled  was  he  in  his 
profession,  that,  in  his  removal,  Huntingdon  County  will 
suffer  embarassment  in  the  loss  of  his  distinguished  and 
active  co-operation  in  settling  the  disputed  lines  of  prop¬ 
erties. 

He  pre-eminently  commanded  the  love  of  his  family,  and 
no  less  the  respect  of  his  neighbors,  among  whom  he 
resided  so  many  years. 

The  loving  attention  shown  by  the  citizens  of  Hunting¬ 
don  County  at  his  funeral  was  touching  in  the  extreme  and 
impressive. 

He  must  have  been  indeed  a  good  man  to  have  received 
such  universal  respect. 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  Michael 
Arnold  addressed  Grand  Lodge  in  a  feeling  and  elo¬ 
quent  manner,  and  eulogized  the  life  and  character  of  our 
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late  Brother,  Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  J.  Simp¬ 
son  Africa. 

Brother  James  F.  Neall  addressed  Grand  Lodge  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  : — 

With  your  permission  I  would  like  to  offer  my  feeble 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  Past  Grand  Master, 
Brother  J.  Simpson  Africa. 

After  listening  to  the  beautiful  memorial  just  read  and 
the  feeling  remarks  made  by  Past  Grand  Masters  Day,  Ar¬ 
nold  and  Kelly,  I  am  almost  constrained  to  remain  silent, 
feeling  that  I  could  add  but  little  if  anything  to  what  has 
been  so  eloquently  said.  I,  too,  have  known  Brother  Africa 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  have  always  found  him  a  kind 
and  manly  man  and  a  good  Mason,  one  who  was  always 
pleased  to  give  his  less  informed  Brethren  the  benefit  of  his 
advice.  . 

His  genial  smile,  and  his  hearty  grasp  of  the  hand  made 
you  feel  that  his  heart  went  with  the  expression  of  “  how 
are  you  my  Brother.” 

His  pleasant  greeting  will  be  missed  by  members  of 
Grand  Lodge,  and  his  place  will  be  hard  to  fill. 

Brother  James  M.  Lamberton  addressed  Grand  Lodge  as 
follows : 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  : — 

It  is  a  privilege  to  pay  to  the  memory  of  our  departed 
Brother  any  tribute  of  regard,  however  slight,  if  it  were  only 
to  lay  a  sprig  of  rosemary  “  for  remembrance,”  on  the  grave 
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on  that  western  hillside,  where  a  short  time  ago,  a  number  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  and  a  very  large  number  of  his  own 
Lodge,  gathered  to  lay  in  the  dust, — from  whence  we  came 
and  whither  we  must  return, — all  that  was  mortal  of  Past 
Grand  Master  Africa. 

It  was,  indeed,  in  no  spirit  of  fulsome  eulogy  that  his 
pastor  chose  for  the  funeral  discourse,  that  text :  “  Mark 
well  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright ;  for  the  end 
of  that  man  is  peace.” 

Wholeness,  completeness,  perfectness  of  life  is  not  to  be 
found  among  mortals ;  but  wholeness,  completeness  of 
character,  that  which  is  so  beautifully  and  so  accurately 
summed  up  in  the  word  integrity,  is,  thank  God,  still  to  be 
found  amongst  us  ;  and  the  brightness  of  that  jewel,  one  of 
the  most  precious  entrusted  to  the  keeping  of  men,  was 
never  dimmed  in  Brother  Africa. 

His  life  is  an  inspiration  to  young  men.  •  Having  carefully 
mastered  the  principles  of  his  chosen  profession,  he  prac¬ 
tised  them  with  an  accuracy,  which,  somehow,  seems  to  be 
rare  in  these  days  ;  and,  by  his  upright  conversation  before 
God  and  man,  he  gained  for  himself  the  respect  and  regard 
of  the  whole  neighborhood  ;  and,  later,  was  called  by  the 
suffrages  of  the  people,  to  the  head  of  an  important  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  government  of  the  State,  and  by  the  suffrages 
of  his  Brethren,  to  the  highest  station  in  their  gift,  the  head 
of  our  ancient  Fraternity  in  this  old  Commonwealth. 

It  was  my  very  great  good  fortune  to  be  associated  with 
Past  Grand  Master  Africa  in  some  work  for  the  Grand 
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Lodge,  and  therefore  with  knowledge  I  could  bear  testi¬ 
mony,  were  such  a  thing  necessary,  to  his  fidelity  to  the 
Ancient  Landmarks  of  the  Craft,  and  his  devotion  to  the 
traditions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

Vow,  the  devoted  husband,  the  loving  father,  the  tried 
friend,  the  courteous  gentleman,  the  careful  historian,  the 
faithful  public-servant,  the  loyal  Freemason,  the  able  and 
conservative  Grand  Master,  is  numbered  amongst  those  of 
whom  the  Psalmist  hath  written  :  “  He  givetti  His  beloved 
sleep.” 

And  the  place  that  knew  him,  shall  know  him  no  more 
forever. 

Verily ,  the  end  of  that  man  was  peace. 

And  so  I  bid  farewell  to 

“  That  friend  of  mine  who  lives  in  God, 

That  God  which  ever  lives  and  loves, 

One  God,  one  law,  one  element, 

And  one  far-off,  divine  event, 

To  which  the  whole  creation  moves.” 

Brother  Henry  Oscar  Kline  addressed  Grand  Lodge  as 
follows : 

Eight  Worshipful  Grand  Master  : — 

As  one  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Craft,  as  a  member  of  a 
Lodge  tributary  to  that  Juniata  Valley  of  which  we  have 
heard  this  evening,  I  want  to  pay  my  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  our  deceased  Brother,  J.  Simpson  Africa.  We  were 
friends,  our  acquaintance  dating  from  about  twenty-five 
years  ago.  He  was  a  true  friend,  a  wise  counselor.  In  this 
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age  of  turbulence,  when  so  many  persons  seemingly  depart 
as  far  as  they  possibly  can  from  the  spirit  of  all  law — laws 
national,  state,  municipal,  rules  of  society  and  business  com¬ 
pacts  and  agreements — without  absolutely  breaking  their 
letter,  we  need  more  such  men  and  Masons  as  was  Brother 
Africa.  He  was  tenacious  for  the  observance  of  the  Ancient 
Landmarks  of  our  Fraternity.  It  may  not  especially  con¬ 
cern  us  as  to  what  other  Grand  Lodges  in  that  particular 
may  do,  but  as  for  this  Grand  Lodge  let  us  strive  liter  all  v  to 
obev  those  Landmarks.  The  Craft  in  Pennsylvania  can 
best  revere  the  memory  of  Past  Grand  Master  J.  Simpson 
Africa  by  an  intelligent,  faithful  observance  of  the  Ancient 
Landmarks  of  Freemason rv. 

On  motion  it  was  Resolved ,  That  the  eulogistic  remarks 
and  resolutions  relating  to  Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand 
Master  Brother  J.  Simpson  Africa,  as  the  Grand  Master 
may  approve,  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form  and  copies  sent 
to  the  several  Grand  Lodges  with  which  this  Grand  Lodge 
is  in  fraternal  correspondence,  and  to  each  Subordinate 
Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
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